Remaining Inset day

DREAM
Determined risk takers who want to succeed
Resilient and respectful learners
Expressive communicators
Ambitious achievers, unafraid of mistakes
Magic happens when you dream
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Monday 25th Feb 2019

Message from the Principal, Mrs Paula Baines-Chambers:
During this term we are proud to have had lots of new pupils join our school; we are nearly full in all years.
If you have a child that is due to start Foundation Stage 2 in September, please make sure you have applied for a school place.
I am pleased with the attitudes and behaviours for learning that the pupils have shown this term. We have
recently had visitors to our school and they have commented upon how the pupils talk about their learning and our DREAM expectations with pride!
The learning environment continues to develop and support our pupils’ learning, helping them to make
progress through our high expectations.
A reminder to follow our learning on Twitter @ashwood_spencer and our website
www.ashwoodspencer.co.uk
Thank you for your continued support.

School uniform:

Royal blue sweatshirt

Black or grey trousers, or knee-length skirt

White polo shirt

White, black or grey socks / tights

Flat BLACK school shoes Trainers are not acceptable

Blue and white striped or checked dresses
for summer

Black or grey trouser shorts

PE Kits:

White T Shirt

Blue or black shorts

Black pumps and trainers for outdoor PE

Sweater for outdoor PE

Navy or black track suit bottoms for outdoor
PE

Working together -

Parents’ Evening:
We have our parents’ evenings on Monday 11th and Tuesday 12th of February. Please make time to come
along to find out about the progress your child has been making. It is really important for your child that
we all work in partnership with each other to ensure that your they have the best support in their education. During these evenings there will be a chance to sample our school meals. We would appreciate it if
you could spend 5 minutes of your time providing us with some feedback by telling us what you think is
going well at school, and what we could do even better. Your feedback is important to us and helps form
part of our school development plan.

Safeguarding:
A notice to parents to be vigilant when children are using mobile phones, computers, tablets etc. at home.
With many receiving these devices as gifts for Christmas we are mindful at school of potential dangers
when children are online. Please remind your child of the need to be safe when using these devices.
A note of people in school to speak to if you have any concerns for the safeguarding of children. Key people
with safeguarding responsibilities are Miss Morgan Baines (Designated Safeguarding Lead), Mrs Liz
Hutchinson (Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead) and Mrs Paula Baines–Chambers (Principal).
Additional staff are Mrs Tunney and Mrs Rock.
Do not hesitate to speak to us if you do have any concerns for the safety and well being of children.

Parking:

We please ask for consideration for pedestrians when parents in cars are dropping off their children. It has
been very busy around the entrances to school with parents parking on the pavements and stopping in the
no parking areas. We are concerned for the safety of the children because of this. If you live near to the
school, please leave the car at home and walk to school to drop off and collect your child.

Attendance:

Working in partnership:

Our whole school attendance is currently 95.1%. This
is below what we expect as our minimum target is
97%. May we take this opportunity to remind you
again that children should be in school every day on
time! Too much learning time is missed by both children arriving late and children being disturbed by
late arrivals. Please make every opportunity to have
your children in school on time: infants 8:55am, juniors - 8:45am

Stay and Play - is on every Wednesday in the downstairs
hall at 9.00 -10.15. All are welcome with pre school children. Free of charge and coffee and refreshments are
provided.
PTFA:
We are starting up a brand new PTFA group. If you are
interested in becoming a member and joining us in organising fundraising events, school fetes, discos etc. then
please collect a letter from the office. Our first meeting
will be on Tuesday 12th February 2019 .

Foundation Stage 2:
We have had a very exciting start to the half term so far! Stick Man by Julia Donaldson has inspired us to learn about
lots of different things. We have explored seeds, trees, weather and families. We have even cooked up our own egg
dishes.
Our trip to Elvaston Castle was brilliant, from start to finish. The children were fascinated by the natural environment
and loved playing Pooh Sticks. Some children are even certain that they saw Stick Man running across the woods. We
made sure that we brought back lots of natural materials and we have been using them to support our learning in all
areas.
We have used our book to help us to learn new vocabulary and develop our language skills. We are exploring 5 new
words per week (e.g. beware, weave, frolicking, weary) and trying to use them in our conversations and writing.
Our new Nursery starters are settling in well and we would like to take this opportunity to welcome our new families
into our community. We are excited to work with you and looking forward to celebrating everyone’s achievements.
Over the next few weeks, the children will be helping to develop our outdoor area. We are hoping to create even
more opportunities for our children to develop and learn, in all weathers. We have plans for a Woodwork Area, a
more productive planter and the beginnings of a woodland/nature area. Keep your eyes peeled for the changes.
Please remember, Eric Carle and Martin Waddell classes have their PE sessions on Friday and David Mckee Class
have theirs on Tuesday. If your child wears earrings, please remove them. Children need to have their PE kit (white tshirt, blue shorts and pumps) in school at all times.
Thank you for your continued support.

Year 1:
We’ve had a great start to 2019 in Year 1 at Ashwood Spencer Academy! We have loved reading ‘The Great Fairytale
Disaster’ and using our knowledge of fairy tales to inspire lots of different text types. We have explored all the different characters in our new reading areas, looking at the books and using costumes and puppets to retell the stories. In
creative curriculum, we have planted beans from Jack and the Beanstalk, made dreamcatchers for Sleeping Beauty,
created invitations to Cinderella’s ball and made a new chair for Baby Bear after Goldilocks broke it!
Fantastic fairy tales have inspired our maths this term, and we have learned various methods to solve some really
tricky problems! We’ve been learning all about addition and subtraction, and have used our new knowledge to help
solve the fairy tale characters’ problems. We helped Cinderella count all her chores by counting on from ten, finding
and making number bonds to 20 and applying all of this to missing number problems. The children really enjoyed
helping Jack to find out how many snacks he had in his lunchbox by using their knowledge of place value and worked
so hard to subtract, by counting back to 10, to find out how many hours of sleep Sleeping Beauty had left.
We want to continue our focus on phonics and reading and will soon be giving packs of activities to the children for
them to do at home. It’s really important that you continue to read with your child, as well as practise any flashcards
and blending activities that come home. These will be appropriate to your child’s current sound knowledge.
Just before each school holiday, your child receives a homework pack for them to complete over the next half term.
This does not have to be completed in the holiday, it can be spread out, and your child will receive 50 dojos if they
complete all aspects of the pack. This will really help them when they are working towards their dojo badge or medal,
as well as develop their independent thinking, so encourage them to complete a bit every week.
Next term we are looking forward to reading King Jack and the Dragon and learning about castles and toys, past and
present.
Thank you,
Year 1 team

Year 2:
Fe Fi Fo Fum, what an exciting half term we’ve had! We have thoroughly enjoyed our class text ‘Jack and the Baked
Beanstalk’ which is a take on the classic story. As writers we have written diary entries, character descriptions about
the Giant using similes , and innovated our own version of the story using the features of a narrative. We are looking
forward to history week on the last week with a focus on the Great Fire of London.
As mathematicians we have been learning how to divide by sharing objects into equal groups. We are now learning
all about the properties of 2D and 3D shapes, including how to count sides, vertices and faces.
As scientists we have been trying to help the Giant make his way home by planting our very own bean seed and looking at the life cycle of a bean. We have talked about germination and will continue to carry out investigations into
what seeds need to germinate and grow into healthy plants.
As artists we predicted what the Giant would look like and used watercolours to paint a picture of him. We were all
very pleasantly surprised at the outcome!
As explorers we researched all about New York City and enjoyed quizzing each other about our knowledge of the seven continents of the world.
Why not try using the knowledge organisers to quiz your child? How much can they remember?
Thank you to all the parents and carers that support us by attending events held at school by helping our after school
clubs run smoothly by allowing children to stay and get collected on time; ensuring children come to school well prepared, and on time, and helping with homework tasks.
We look forward to seeing you all on Tuesday 5th February for our reading session.
Look out for details related to future events.
Year 2 Team

Year 3:
Our topic this term has been the Iron Age. Our year group book this half-term has been The Iron Man,
which was a short novel that has intrigued our pupils; they have been very enthused to know what was
coming next and could not wait for the ending. We have examined lots of new vocabulary and enjoyed using this new vocabulary in our writing. We have written various genres of writing - for example character
descriptions and letters - and are currently creating newspaper reports. With SPaG we have learnt how to
use punctuation for dialogue. Our pupils have explored how the Iron Age changed people’s lives, and how
the Celts lived their everyday lives. The pupils have really enjoyed learning how to create Power Points to
showcase their knowledge of the Iron Age. In science, we have discovered that magnets are made of iron
and they attract and repel materials , and that not all metals attract.
Next half term our creative curriculum focus will be Anglo Saxon times and our book is Anglo Saxon Boy by
Tony Bradman. We are looking forward to a learning about a different era in history.

Year 4:
This term Year 4 have been reading the book ‘Who Let the Gods Out?’ by Maz Evans. The children have enjoyed
learning about the different Greek Gods and Godesses and have therefore been inspired to write their own gruesome
Greek myths!
Did you know? The horoscopes that we follow are related to Greek mythology.
This half term, the children have also been developing their research skills by scanning QR codes and reading a variety
of articles about life in Ancient Greece. They then turned all this information into an information research.
Did you know? Boys who lived in Athens went to school at 7 whereas, the Spartan boys were left in the wilderness
and expected to train to be soldiers!
Year 4 had great fun making their own Greek rap. The children have also enjoyed investigating how a circuit works
and understanding which materials conduct and insulate electricity in our science lessons.
Throughout this term, we have also developed our skills on either a violin or cello and we are all really looking forward to showing you what we have learn at a concert in the Summer Term!
Next term Year 4 are really looking forward to reading, investigating and learning all about rivers
and the water-cycle.

Year 5:
This term, Year 5 have really enjoyed reading their book ‘The Jamie Drake Equation’ by Christopher Edge. We have
learnt lots of information about Space, including planets, the phases of the moon, constellations and the history of
our knowledge of the solar system.
In our class book, Jamie’s dad is an astronaut and we have used our laptops to research life on the International
Space Station. We used the information to prepare and perform an interview with an astronaut and to write some
fantastic information texts about life on the ISS. We posed the question, ‘Could there be life on Mars?’ and designed
our own aliens and alien planets. Here is a piece of descriptive writing about one of these planets.
During our maths lessons, we have been using our multiplication and addition skills to calculate the perimeter and
area of different shapes. For the next two weeks, we are concentrating on different ways of multiplying and dividing
2-digit and 3-digit numbers. We would be grateful if you could practise all the times tables up to 12 x 12 with your
child, so that they can recall the basic multiplication facts more quickly. This will build up their confidence and help
them to understand the new concepts that we learn.
Thank you.

Year 6:
This half term has been another extremely busy one in Year 6. During the residential trip to Lea Green, the children
showed maturity and resilience, and pushed the boundaries way out of their comfort zones. We are very proud of
them and would like to congratulate them for displaying excellent manners and respectful learning throughout the
trip.
Our class book, ‘Letters from the Lighthouse’ has been engaging our children and immersing them in the History topic
of World War Two. They have learned about why the war started and which countries were involved. They have explored what propaganda is and how this was used in Great Britain and by other nations during the war. We have also
learned about Hitler’s persecution of Jewish people and his ideal Aryan race: comparing this to the tolerant society
we live in today. In addition, we have found out about key historical people such as: Winston Churchill, Nicolas Winton and Anne Frank. We think that children are gaining a lot from the topic and are learning how important respect
and tolerance is.
Next half term, due to the engagement in learning and the breadth of this topic, we will continue to read ‘Letters
from the Lighthouse’ and learn more about World War Two. Children will get to design and make their own Anderson
shelters; our music will include looking at wartime songs and dance from the 1940’s; we will find out about more key
historical figures such as Alan Turing; and finally we will look at how the war ended.
A reminder that all after school clubs will continue and we would like parents to encourage children to go to them to
enhance their learning. Remember to keep using Hegarty Maths, Lexia and Timestable Rock Stars at home. Thank you
on behalf of the Year 6 Team, for your continuing support.

