Inset days 2019-2020

DREAM
Determined risk takers who want to succeed
Resilient and respectful learners
Expressive communicators
Ambitious achievers, unafraid of mistakes
Magic happens when you dream

Sept 6th (Friday) 2019
Dec 20th (Friday) 2019
January 6th (Monday) 2020
February 24th (Monday) 2020
July 10th (Friday) 2020

Message from the Principal, Mrs Paula Baines-Chambers:
This term has once again provided lots of magical learning experiences for the pupils of Ashwood and as a
result, some wonderful work has been produced. I am extremely proud when I take visitors around our
beautiful school and hear our pupils confidently and enthusiastically discuss their learning, and talk from
the heart about our DREAM expectations.
Governance - as you will be aware, the school previously had an IEB in place. I am pleased to announce
that we now have a new governing body made up of; Kate Godfrey (Chair), Staff governors - Morgan
Baines and Sharon Mayer, Parent governor - Suzanne Greatorex, Trust governor - Ian Wood, and Community governors - Andrew Gilmour and David Sadler. We do still have one more
parent governor vacancy; if you are interested, please pop along and speak to
me.
A reminder to follow our learning on Twitter @ashwood_spencer and our website www.ashwoodspencer.co.uk
Thank you for your continued support and I wish you all a wonderful Easter
break.
School uniform:

Royal blue sweatshirt

Black or grey trousers, or knee-length skirt

White polo shirt

White, black or grey socks / tights

Flat BLACK school shoes Trainers are not acceptable

Blue and white striped or checked dresses
for summer

Black or grey trouser shorts

PE Kits:

White T Shirt

Blue or black shorts

Black pumps and trainers for outdoor PE

Sweater for outdoor PE

Navy or black track suit bottoms for outdoor
PE

Working together Thank you to all those parents and carers who attended parents evening; we believe strongly in working in
partnership with our families. We received overwhelmingly positive feedback about the school and the
changes that you have seen since we became Ashwood Spencer. Lots of the comments were centred
around the learning opportunities available, being thankful for the books that the children take home each
term, the new playground equipment and library spaces, and the improvements in behaviour. We know
that we still have areas to continue to improve and our aim is that our pupils leave Ashwood being secondary ready and having achieved in line with other pupils nationally. Our pupils deserve nothing but the best
education whilst at Ashwood!

Outside of school:
We please ask for consideration for pedestrians when parents in cars are dropping off their children. It has
been very busy around the entrances to school with parents parking on the pavements and stopping in the
no parking areas. We are concerned for the safety of the children because of this. If you live near to the
school, please leave the car at home and walk to school to drop off and collect your child.
We have also received complaints of adults smoking outside the school gates; again we ask for your consideration as pupils and other parents have to walk through the smoke.

Attendance:
Our whole school attendance is currently 94.6%. This is below national, and below what we expect as our minimum
target is 97%. May we take this opportunity to remind you again that children should be in school every day on time!
Too much learning time is missed by both children arriving late and children being disturbed by late arrivals. Please
make every effort to have your children in school on time: infants - 8:55am, juniors - 8:45am

LOA:
We have recently seen a rise in the number of requests for leave of absence. No holidays will be authorised during
term time and may also incur a fine; any absence from school is lost learning!

Mobile Phones:

Working in partnership:

We are currently having quite a few pupils bring their
mobile phone to school. Generally, mobile phones
should not be brought to school unless your child has
to walk home alone and needs their phone for this.
If this is the case, your child will need to take their
phone to the main office first thing in the morning,
where it will be kept safe during the school day.

Stay and Play - is on every Wednesday in the downstairs
hall at 9.00 -10.15. All are welcome with pre-school children. Free of charge and coffee and refreshments are
provided.
PTFA:
The PTFA is now up and running, thank you for the work
that you have already undertaken. If you are interested in
becoming a member and joining us in organising fundraising events, school fetes, discos etc. then please collect
a letter from the office.

Foundation Stage 2:
Our learning this half term was all about The Little Red Hen. The book was chosen because it has so many opportunities to discuss relationships and how we should treat others, as well as brilliant opportunities to develop vocabulary
and story-telling skills. The children immediately wanted to help the little red hen and we had many discussions
about the different characters’ actions.
We kicked off the topic with a mystery! The children were greeted by some intriguing objects and were asked to predict where they may had come from. What conclusions would you come to when faced with red feathers, spilt flour,
a spoon and a bowl? During the first week we became very familiar with the repetitive language in the story and
used Makaton signs to help us remember the sequence. We explored the events and drew out our own story map
with memorable images. As a result the children were very familiar with the beginning, middle and ending of the
story and were able to retell the events to their peers. The smiles on their faces and pride in their posture showed
how much they were enjoying the experience.
We continued to explore some of the concepts of the story, and during week 2 we deepened our knowledge of
plants by planting and observing our own seeds. In week 3 learned about how a windmill grinds wheat grains into
flour (with the help of a song) and used our scientific skills to predict how we could make our own flour! These experiences allowed the children to develop their communication and language skills as they tried to solve problems and
develop their understanding. In week 4 we used our deep understanding of the story to become authors and write
our own versions. The grand finale of our topic was our Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea. We have invited the influential
women in our lives to join us for an afternoon tea!

Year 1:
Our learning this half term has been based around the story ‘King Jack and the Dragon’. This book is all about 3 children using their imaginations to create a den, and fighting imaginary dragons and beasts, before their parents take
them home to bed. The children have really identified with the characters in the book as they are of a similar age, and
many have had similar experiences of making dens at home.
We started the term by designing and making our own dens outside. All week we talked about how they would make
the dens, what they could use, and why they would choose specific materials. This allowed them to discuss materials
using their scientific knowledge and recall and apply the technical language relating to materials that we had used
when investigating materials last term. As most children had already had experience making dens at home, they had
a head start and could really concentrate on the language and reasons behind their choices. Many children have continued to make dens at home since the first week, and discuss this regularly in class.

The dens that the children make in the book are castles, and the children pretend to be knights. The classes received
a letter from the characters, asking them to find out about castles and write a fact sheet for them. The pupils have
learnt all about castles and the jobs that people might have in them. We have found that this has really captured the
pupils’ imaginations and they have really enjoyed remembering what people did in the castle, along with the names
of the parts of the castle. They have applied this knowledge when writing about castles, using the technical historical
language they have learned.
We have made dragons and beasts for the characters in the book to fight, designing and making them from clay, and
painting and decorating them. This has captured the children’s imaginations, allowing them to think of habitats, diet
and describe their dragons and beasts in detail.

Lastly, we thought about how the characters feel as it gets dark in the story, and using our senses to explore the dark.
We hope this will be an exciting experience for the pupils.

Year 2:
“At the far end of town where the Grickle-grass grows and the wind smells slow and sour when it blows and no birds
ever sing excepting old crows….is the street of the Lifted Lorax.”
Year 2 soon found out who the Lorax was when we discovered a trail of wood chippings, orange fur and bits of yellow
fluff in the library. It led us to a crime scene in the Foundation Stage playground! An eye witness explained that a
short male creature with yellow, bushy eyebrows was spotted on the equipment. This hook inspired us to write our
very own police reports, taking into account eye witness statements. We put our creative, shading skills to the test by
drawing a picture of the Lorax and writing a set of clear instructions for everybody to follow.
During weeks two and three we realised who the real villain of the story was and have discovered why the Lorax had
been lifted. This prompted us to look at the cause and effect of the Once-ler’s need to make lots of Thneeds at the
expense of all the animals in the land. Setting descriptions in the voice of the Lorax from long ago enabled children to
use past tense, expanded noun phrases and similes. Letters were written to the Once-ler to persuade him to stop destroying the environment. Modelled writing included use of subordination and linking adverbials. Fractions helped us
to share Truffula fruits for the brown Bar-ba-loots and work out how much material the Oncel-ler needed to make his
Thneeds.
The homeless Swomee-Swans and Humming-fish inspired us to research different habitats and what animals need to
thrive. Simple compass directions and Google maps were used to locate Osmaston Park, where children took part in a
mini-beast hunt as well as learning about habitats, we extended our science knowledge by discovering lots of microhabitats.
Finally, we went to Conkers at the heart of the National Forest. This trip involved indoor and outdoor experiences
including a Ranger-led activity.

Year 3:
This half term we have been learning how the Anglo Saxons lived. Our book is Anglo Saxon Boy by Tony Bradman. The main character is Magnus, a young boy of Harold Godwinson, who is a ruthless and ambitious claimant to the throne. This book is quite a
challenging book for year 3, however the children have surpassed our expectations and have not only grasped the Saxon times
through the book, but are enjoying the book and have generated some excellent written work.
As a starter activity the children were given the challenge to predict the end of the book. These predictions were formed using
the book cover and blurb. Children discussed ideas with their mastery partners and Kagan groups, and came up with various possibilities which were shared with the class. This has led to even more curiosity - what will happen to the characters in the book?
Will they survive the ongoing battles?
Children were asked what they think about their book, these are some of the quotes from year 3:
“The book makes you want to read more because it’s adventurous, exciting and leaves you guessing about the next bit!”
“There’s lots of fun and drama. The story goes into your mind and it feels real. I’ve watched lots of films like it and I can see it
happening!”
“Tragedy makes it interesting. I love the blood and gore!”
“I like how Hakon saves Magnus and the housecarls really care about their lords.”
“I can imagine being the main character. I even dream about it! I want to be a king. Not like Tostig, who will one day realise he is
doing wrong!”
Ninety excited children went into the canteen waiting to taste Anglo Saxon food. However, many of them were not very pleased
to eat food from those times. They could not believe how little choice the Anglo Saxons had, especially when it came to food!

Year 4:
Our learning this past half term has been based on a non-fiction text, ‘Where on Earth? Rivers’ by Susie Brooks. The
book is filled with fun and exciting facts, which got the children immediately excited to learn more about rivers as
part of our Geography topic.
We started this half term by looking at the features of a river and how they form. Children learnt new vocabulary
such as meander and Ox Bow Lake that they could immediately link in with the text. This really gave the children
some great knowledge and they had a better understanding of how important rivers are.
During the second week of spring 2, children took ownership of their learning by researching key rivers of the world.
The children used QR codes to research facts such as country, source, places the river runs through, length and habitats near that river. The children did brilliant presentations and enjoyed learning about different rivers. They are looking forward to recreating their own rivers! This has linked in very well with our science topic, exploring states of
matter where children have been carrying out fun investigations such as finding out how much carbon dioxide is in
fizzy drinks, exploring melting and freezing using ice cubes and they will be investigating how water evaporates in
different temperatures, relating to rivers and the water cycle.
As well as our learning about rivers, Year 4 made a shocking discovery about our upstairs library! A mysterious intruder destroyed it! The children wrote some great newspaper articles, reporting what had happened. They even got to
interview staff members and asked them questions about what had happened, to find out more about this sinister
incident. This gave children fantastic witness accounts to include in their newspapers.
During this half term, we were also very lucky to have visited the Magna adventure centre where children explored
the different states of matter (as part of our science topic) and they also saw how the water cycle works, consolidating their learning of rivers. This exciting experience was used as a stimulus for writing and gave the children the
experience of seeing their learning from class brought to life.

Year 5:
This half term, our learning has been based around Eva Ibbotson’s ‘Journey to the River Sea.’ The book tells the
story of orphan Maia’s journey to the Amazonian rainforest to live with distant relatives. We started by following her journey as it was in 1910, looking at atlases as well as old maps of Manaus and comparing them to a virtual trip on Google Maps. This has led to some fantastic writing as we recounted Maia’s epic journey to Brazil.
We learnt about herbology, writing our own remedies and recipes as an instruction text, which has helped us to
understand the incredible diversity of the tropical flora and fauna of the Amazon, and how these species have
adapted to their environment. Additionally, we have looked at the threat of the deforestation of rainforests and
the negative impact of this on the people and wildlife who live there today, as well gaining an understanding of
the global implications for everyone.
Boats are essential to the characters in the book. Maia travels to Brazil by ocean liner and everyday travel involves using the river. We have been testing and investigating buoyancy to help us design and construct selfpropelling model boats.
We made character comparisons, summarised, predicted and debated the dilemmas and decisions made by Maia and her new friends.
We are also planning a visit from some very special furry, scaly and wriggly guests. This will provide us with a
very exciting hands-on opportunity to encounter some rainforest inhabitants here at Ashwood.

Year 6:
Throughout the Spring term, we have been focusing our learning around our quality text, ‘Letters from the
Lighthouse’ by Emma Carroll. Spring 1 was so exciting, with so many opportunities for developing our historical enquiry that our pupils requested the continuation of our quality text through to Spring 2. We were
delighted with the responses from the pupils, as they asked to learn further information about different elements of World War 2 life.
2019 started with such a wonderful experience that will fill us with lifelong memories. Our trip to Lea
Green. Overcoming fears, challenging ourselves beyond our wildest imagination and achieving great
DREAMs that can never be forgotten, we were determined to succeed in everything we did.
This start to the term, then led us into our learning all about World War 2, focusing on evacuees and rationing, and the introduction of Anderson shelters. We designed and made our own shelters, culminating in the
creation of a large Anderson shelter within the Year 6 Hub. This enabled the pupils to experience what life
would have been like during the war, encouraging emotive language within their writing and real sensitivity
within their creativity. Diary entries written as though they were evacuees, news reports about the Blitz
and rationing recipes are just a few of the topics undertaken within our writing curriculum. Homework opportunities have led to the creation of some fantastic Wartime memorabilia. From wooden spitfire models,
through to Anderson shelters and propaganda posters, Year 6 have really embraced this unit of work with
great maturity.
Throughout our learning, our quality text has really challenged our emotions,
sensitivity and maturity, not to mention vocabulary! It has enabled us to
participate in many deep topics of conversation, linked to our British Values,
with extremely positive outcomes.

