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Welcome
Ashwood Spencer Academy opened on 1st November 2018. The academy is part of Spencer
Academies Trust.
At Ashwood Spencer Academy we are dedicated to providing exemplary teaching and learning for all
our children. Our DREAM curriculum ensures creativity is at its heart - encouraging oracy, tolerance and
collaboration. Our aim is to develop respectful individuals, who aspire to follow their DREAMs.
Ashwood is a magical place that offers enriching experiences within a loving and stimulating environment.
At Ashwood we value our close relationships with our parents, governors and the community; working in
partnership to enable our pupils to have the best possible start in their educational journey.

Location
The school is situated on Amber Street near to the
city’s iconic Spider Island and the historic Rolls
Royce’s ‘Marble Hall’ building. The school benefits
from links to the A52, enabling easy access to
other schools within the Spencer Trust, as well as
the local community.
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Our Core Purpose
and Principles
Our Core Purpose
‘Working together to believe and achieve’
Our DREAM Expectations
Ashwood Spencer Academy is a community that wants everyone
to DREAM. Everything we do promotes these values:
Ashwood Spencer Academy…a place to DREAM

D

Determined risk takers who want to succeed

R

Resilient and respectful learners

E

Expressive communicators

A

Ambitious achievers, unafraid of mistakes

M

Magic happens when you dream
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DREAM
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Our Aims
At Ashwood we are passionate about working collaboratively to
enable our children to ‘believe and achieve’.
Through our purposefully designed DREAM curriculum, we are
committed to providing the best possible opportunities and
enriching experiences for our children to allow them to follow their
aspirations and reach their full potential.

Staff Training and Succession Planning
At Ashwood Spencer Academy we build lifelong learners and our
staff are always motivated in developing their own practice. We
endeavour to ensure our staff are highly skilled and we provide
continued professional development opportunities from the
Trust and Teaching Alliance to help them to continue to develop
themselves and provide the highest quality teaching and learning
opportunities for the children.

Unlock Potential
We have high expectations and have strong belief in all children
achieving greatness with a desire to unlock, release and liberate
potential being integral to everything we do. We will strive for
excellence, remove barriers and ensure that all children receive a
day rich in teaching and learning experiences. We will give pupils
the opportunity to be independent and collaborative and use
mastery partners to develop great learning habits. No moment
in learning will ever be wasted. We strive to inspire our children,
empower them and watch them DREAM.
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Our School Day
We offer a breakfast club each morning from
07:30 until the start of the school day. The
cost is 50p (from 7:30) and 20p (from 8:00) per
child per day.
Foundation Stage 1 - nursery is open from
08:45 until 11:45 and then from 12:15 until
15:15.
Foundation Stage 1 and Key Stage One
- the day starts at 08:55 when teachers will
collect classes from the playground. On a
Monday, Wednesday and Friday there is an
assembly following morning registration.
Playtime is from 10:25 until 10:40 and
lunchtime from 12:00 until 13:00. The school
day ends at 15:15.
Key Stage Two - the day starts at 08:45 when
teachers collect classes from the playground.
On a Monday, Wednesday and Friday there is
an assembly following morning registration.
Playtime is from 10:25 until 10:40 and
lunchtime is 12:00 until 13:00. The school day
ends at 15:20.
There is a regular range of after-school clubs
available through the year. Our sports coaches
provide a range of PE activities and teachers
often provide after-school clubs, such as
‘Physical literacy’, mathematics and ‘phonics’.

School Day at a Glance:
Breakfast Club

07:30 - 08:45

Foundation Stage 1
Nursery AM

08:45 - 11:45

Nursery PM

12:15 - 15:15

Key Stage 1
Day starts

08:55

Assembly (Mon, Wed, Fri)
Morning registration
Playtime

10:25 - 10:40

Lunchtime

12:00 - 13:00

School Day Ends

15:15

Key Stage 2
Day starts

08:45

Assembly (Mon, Wed, Fri)
Morning registration
Playtime

10:25 - 10:40

Lunchtime

12:00 - 13:00

School Day Ends
After-school Clubs

15:20
15:20 - 16:30

Lunchtimes
Lunchtimes at Ashwood Spencer
are a time to develop social
skills, have fun, exercise and
enjoy a healthy meal. Menus are
available to order online and
all food allergies and dietary
requirements are catered for.
Meals are served in a ‘family
dining’ style approach as this is
an opportunity for the children
to enjoy lunch together and a
chance to really get to know each
other in a calm, pleasant and
enjoyable way.
After lunch, the children go out
to play with friends and have
opportunities to join a variety of
adult led activities and games.
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Uniform
We want all of our children to
look smart and be ready for their
learning each and every day.
Our School Uniform includes
our School Logo on a Royal blue
sweatshirt/cardigan, white shirt/
polo shirt and black or grey
trousers or skirt. Branded reading
book bags will also be available.
Our PE kit includes a white polo
shirt/T-shirt, black or royal blue
shorts/tracksuit bottoms and
black plimsolls/trainers.
Please note, sweatshirts, polo
shirts and P E kits with the school
logo are available to purchase
from:
Uniform Direct, 54 Babington
Lane, Derby, DE1 1SX
Phone: 01332 342569
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Curriculum
Curriculum Intent
At Ashwood Spencer Academy, we follow a holistic,
knowledge and skills based curriculum that aims to
ensure that all children achieve their full personal
and academic potential. We believe that all children
should be aspirational, resilient, respectful and
tolerant with a deep moral compass, and have a
true love for learning.
We recognise that providing children with a
wealth of experiences, opportunities and support
can be challenging. Therefore, at Ashwood, we
are passionate about promoting equality for all
our pupils and strive to ensure that they leave
our school ready for the next stage of their lives –
aiming to open the door to a positive, successful
and happy future. This is evident in our DREAM
ethos:
 Determined risk takers who want to succeed
 Resilient and respectful learners
 Expressive communicators
 Ambitious achievers, unafraid of mistakes
 Magic happens when you dream
We aspire to achieve these aims by ensuring
that our curriculum is creative, with a book at its
heart, creating a real passion and purpose for all
learning. Our timetable is carefully planned, with
each day focusing on a different life-skill that
we feel our children need to understand and

exercise. Furthermore, through providing a range
of experiences and events whilst children are at
school, we hope to stand children in good stead for
their journeys in later life and in the world of work.
We also explore topical issues which are relevant
to our community and the modern world in which
we live, so that our children become well-rounded
citizens. Additionally, in line with our view of each
child as an individual, we place great emphasis on
developing children’s mental wellbeing, physical
health and social skills, whilst working to ensure
that all children receive challenge and support in
line with their specific needs.

A Praise Culture
Praise is central to our DREAM. We believe that
a culture of praise and celebration heightens
motivation. Happy children enjoy school and
spread happiness. Children who feel safe, happy
and proud of their achievements will grow to fulfil
their potential. As part of our timetable, every week
we have a ‘DREAM’ celebration assembly where
we celebrate success. Each half term we invite
parents to come into school to celebrate children’s
successes for that half term.
For most children this can be achieved by simple
acknowledgement of the child and the child
having knowledge that you have them in your
mind, care about them as a person and care about
what they are doing.
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Relationships underpin
Ashwood’s ethos and are key
“Every child deserves a champion –
an adult who will never give up on
them, who understands the power of
connection and insists that they become
the best that they can possibly be.”
– Rita F. Pierson
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Building a Community
At Ashwood Spencer we believe passionately
that children, parents/carers and staff belong to a
learning community. Each half term parents/carers
and visitors from the local community, including
local businesses, will be invited to share the
children’s learning. Classes will showcase their best
learning with children explaining what they have
learnt over the half-term.

We ensure that there is strong communication
with parents and carers. We publish half termly
newsletters to keep you up to date with goings
on within school and throughout the year we will
provide opportunities for parents/carers to come
into school to see how their child is progressing.
Such opportunities include parents’ evenings,
activity days and open afternoons. As well as our
newsletter, we also tweet and post all the latest
information and exciting events from school.
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a: Amber Street, Derby, DE24 8FT.
t: (01332) 348356
e: admin@ashwoodspencer.co.uk
w: ashwoodspencer.co.uk
 @ashwood_spencer

Ashwood Spencer Academy is a member of the Spencer Academies Trust

